
ACTION TAKEN REPORT (ATR) IN THE MATTER OF ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 718 OF 2023 

 

NEWS ITEM APPERARING IN THE INDIAN EXPRESS DATED 30.11.2023 ENTITLED 

“FIRE AT CHEMICAL PLANT IN SURAT 24 WORKERS INJURED” 

 

BASIC INFORMATION 

 M/s. Aether Industries is an Synthetic Organic Chemical (i.e. Active Pharmaceuticals 

Ingredients (API) & API Intermediate, Research & Development (R & D) Centre along with 

Pilot Plant) manufacturing unit located at Plot No. 8203, GIDC – Sachin – 394 230, Ta – 

Chorasi, Dist- Surat. 

 Unit obtained Environment Clearance (EC) from State Level Environment Impact 

Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Gujarat on 05/11/2020.  

 Unit having Consent to Operate/Consolidate Consent and Authorisation (CTO/CC&A) of 

the Board, which is valid up to date: 06/04/2028 for the total production quantity: 475 

MT/Month. [Copy of CTO/CC&A is attached as “Annexure – A”] 

 There is no any previous legal action against to this unit. 

ABOUT INCIDENT  

 Fire incident occurred in this unit on dated: 29/11/2023 (@1:30 to 01:45 AM).  

The officials of Board and Directorate of Industrial safety and Health (DISH) were on the 

site and as per reports, observations are as follows: [Copy of DISH order and Inspection 

Report of the Board officials are attached as “Annexure – B & C”] 

(1) According to DISH authority report dated: 29/11/2023, Fire incident occurred on 

29/11/2023, @1:45 AM due to leakage of solvent (i.e. Tetra Hydro Furan, Toluene) & 

water mixer in solvent recovery tank located at ground floor of Plant No. 2, and 26 

workers are injured.  

(2) Mr. Nayan Jadav (company representative) informed that, this incident happened 

around 1:30 AM & it might be due to leakage of the gasket of THF (Tetra Hydro Furan) 

storage tank capacity 25 KL. THF leakage create vapour cloud after coming into contact 

with the air and took fire after that converted into blast.  

(3) THF (Tetra Hydro Furan) tank is located in tank farm area where might be this 

fire/blast affected plant number 02 machinery like recovery tank, pipeline and other 

machinery which is located opposite tank farm.  
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(4) Both plant i.e. tank farm and plant number 2 are affected hence source of fire/blast 

could not be verified. 

(5) During rescue, 07 dead bodies were found within the affected area (up to dated: 

30/11/2023).  

(6) During inspection, VOC - 398 PPM and NO2 - 0.3 PPM is measured @50 meter away 

from incident site using wireless portable multi gas monitor (MultiRAE Lite) handy 

sampler for VOC and NO2 parameters. Due to high VOC level, incident location could 

not be accessed and verified. 

(7) Heavy dense smoke emission occurred at the time of fire incident and ambient air 

quality was very poor. 

 

ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BOARD 

 Gujarat Pollution Control Board (GPCB) has issued Closure Direction to unit under 

section – 31(A) of the Air Act – 1981 with immediate effect and imposed Rs. 50 Lakh 

interim Environmental Damage Compensation (EDC) with following directions:  [Copy 

of issued Closure Direction is attached as “Annexure – D”] 

 

(i) Unit shall comply with DISH direction and submit it’s compliance report. 

(ii) To submit safety Audit report & HAZOP study report. 

(iii) To collect & dispose generated wastewater, burned/partially burned material due to 

fire incident in a scientific manner and submit details. 

(iv) Unit shall carry out and submit final environment damage assessment report from 

reputed technical institute i.e. NEERI/IIT.  

(v) Unit shall not carry out any production activity without prior permission of the 

Board. 

 

PRESENT STATUS: 

 The District Collector & Magistrate, Surat, constituted a Joint Committee of (1) 

Directorate of Industrial safety and Health (DISH), (2) Chief Fire Officer, Surat 

Municipal Corporation (SMC), Surat, (3) Regional Officer, GPCB, Surat, (4) Police 

Inspector, Sachin GIDC, Surat and their investigation is going on.  

------------------------------------- 
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02/12/2023, 11:41 Mail - uh-gpcb-sura@gujarat.gov.in

https://webmail.gujarat.gov.in/owa/#path=/mail 1/1

Reg. - Accident occurred at M/s. Aether Industries Ltd., Sachin GIDC
(PCB ID: 45359)

Dear Sir,

In connection to the accident occurred  at M/s. Aether Industries Ltd., Sachin GIDC (PCB ID: 45359), as
per record verification, presence of 07 workers were not verified. Afterword, as per  telephonic order
given by  District Magistrate; off site emergency team has inspected the site and during rescue 07 dead
bodies were found within the affected area which were sent for forensic post mortem at civil hospital,
surat for further investigation. 

Investigation report of FSL and Post Mortem Reports are awaited.

Looking to the condition of case, Heavy dense smoke emission occurred at the time of fire incident
and ambient air quality was very poor i.e. high to severe at the time of fire incidence. 

DISH Report, NEI attached herewith. 

Recommendation : Strict action may be initiated. 

Thanking You,

(Dr Jignasa Oza)
Regional Officer,
Gujarat Pollution Control Board
Plot No: 11 – 12/2, 3 
GIDC PANDESARA, 
SURAT-394221
Phone: (0261) 2891696,                   
E-mail : ro-gpcb-sura@gujarat.gov.in

Dr. Jignasa D Oza(GoG-GPCB Dept.)

Thu 30-11-2023 05:33 PM

To:Unit Head Surat (GoG-GPCB Dept.) <uh-gpcb-sura@gujarat.gov.in>;

Cc:Next to Unit Head Surat (GoG-GPCB Dept.) <nuh-gpcb-sura@gujarat.gov.in>;

 3 attachments (2 MB)

Accident Report Aether.pdf; DISH Report.pdf; NEI.pdf;
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*Accident Report* 

Name and Address Aether Industries Ltd., (GPCB ID- 45359),  
Plot No. 8203, Sachin GIDC, Tal : Chorasi, Dist. Surat 

Time of incident :  @ 01:30AM 29/11/2023. 

Time of Inspection :  11:50 AM, 29/11/2023. 

Inspection team :  C.C. Hadia, SSA, B.C. Gosai, AEE 

Reason :  yet not identified 

Injury :  24 human injured  (as informed by contacted person) 

Casualty : Nil at the time of inspection  

Environment al issue : Heavy dense smoke emission occurred at the time of fire/blast incident 
and ambient air quality was severe at the time of fire/blast incidence. 

Pollution level 
monitoring : 

Unit has used respective fire extinguisher for controlling fire and 
leachate is collected in ETP collection. During visit one water sample is 
collected from ETP collection tank.  
During visit VOC – 398 PPM and NO2-0.3 PPM is measured @ 50 meter 
away from incident site.  

Observations : This unit is visited with reference to telephonic message regarding 
incident. 

 Unit has valid CCA up to 06/04/2028. 

 During visit unit is found not in operation.  

 Contacted person Mr. Nayan Jadav inform that this incident 
happened around 1:30 am.  

 On further inquiry he has informed that it might due to leakage of 
the gasket of THF (Tetra Hydro Furan) storage tank capacity 25 KL. 
THF leakage create vapour cloud after coming into contact with 
the air and took fire after that converted into blast. 

 Contacted person inform that THF (Tetra Hydro Furan) tank is 
located in tank farm area where might be this fire/blast affected 
plant number 02 machinery like recovery tank, pipeline and other 
machinery which is located opposite tank farm. During visit VOC 
– 398 PPM and NO2-0.3 PPM is measured @ 50 meter away from 
incident site. Due to high VOC level other information could not 
be verified.  

 Contacted person has not aware about source of fire/blast and 
casualty/injured hence instructed to submit detailed investigation 
report with necessary documents.  

 Contacted person inform that total 24 nos of workers are injured 
and admitted to hospital. 

 DISH and FSL investigation is going on hence reason of fire/blast 
is yet not identified.  

 Both plant i.e. tank farm and plant number 2 are affected hence 
source of fire/blast could not be verified. 

 DISH has issued closure direction to Mr. Rohan A. Desai, Aether 
Industries Ltd vide letter no. 

ક્રમ ાંક/સાં.નિ./ઔ.સ.સ્વ./સ.ુરીજી/૭૦૫૧/૨૦૨૩ ૨૯/૧૧/૨૦૨૩ 

(Copy attached herewith).  

 As per DISH report of dated 29/11/2023 submitted by unit, 
incident happened around 01:45 AM on plant no. 02 ground floor. 
Solvent recovery tank bottom valve flange was leaked which was 
filled with tetra hydro furan, toluene, water has created vapour 
cloud after coming in contact with air and took fire and finally 
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converted into blast. This fire/blast affected plant number 02 and 
tank farm area.  

 Mr. B. D. Gohil, AEE, Mr. N.M. Kavar, SO, Dr. J.D. Oza, Regional 
Officer has visited this unit for rescue purpose as part of off site 
emergency response team as per the intimation from SDM and 
details are sent through email.  

 
During visit below mentioned written instruction are issued to the unit. 
 

1. આજરોજ એકમમાાં લાગેલ આગના કારણ સાથ ેવિગતિાર અહેિાલ રજુ કરિો.  

2. આગની ઘટનાને કારણે બળી ગયેલ મટેરીયલ/િેસ્ટનો પયાાિરણીય વનયમ મજુબ સુરવિત 

વનકાલ કરી તે અાંગનેા દસ્તાિજેી પરુાિા આપિા. 

૩. આજરોજ એકમમાાં લાગેલ આગની ઘટના અાંગનેો DISH નો રીપોટા રજુ કરિો. 

4. આગની ઘટના બાદ સલામતીના તમામ પગલા લીધા બાદ કરેલ તમામ કાયાિાહી અાંગનેો 

અહેિાલ ઉત્પાદન કાયા પનુઃ શરૂ કરતા પહેલા બોર્ામાાં રજુ કરિો. 

5. એકમમાાં લાગેલ આગની ઘટના દરમ્યાન જો કોઈ ઈજાગ્રસ્ત/જાનહાની થઈ હોય તો ત ે

અાંગનેી વિગતો રજુ કરિી. 

6. આગની ઘટના દરમ્યાન આગન ેવનયાંત્રણ લેિા િપરાયેલ પાણીના ફાયર ટેન્કર/િપરાયેલ 

ફોમ અાંગનેી વિગતો રજુ કરિી. 
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